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What’s My Story?  

I show the resourcefulness of people on the U.S. frontier. 

Kentucky settlers who could not buy instruments often made them. The maker(s) of 
this fiddle (between 1790 and 1810) adopted an African practice of using gourds for 
bowed and plucked instruments. The fiddle and the banjo, another African 
instrument, form the basis of Bluegrass music, one of Kentucky’s proudest 
traditions.  

Access this object (1904.29) and more than 100,000 others through the Kentucky Historical Society’s 
online object catalog and learn the stories of Kentucky. 
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